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Parent & Child Groups

Suitable for children from 9 months
up to 3 years and 3 months, the
Parent and Child Groups run dalil
at the Schoo| incorporating a
YL | & DINPrdiey)There are |
subtle differences and innovations
in the Playgroup tailored specifida
to the developmental needs of

older toddlers. P i

All the groups are smalland
friendly, accepting up to 1&hildren
for each session, and creating
gentle and peaceful environment.
Families are requested to commit to a half term at a time: this @sa
feeling of familiarity for the children and helps to generate the warm and
family-like atmosphere that we actively cultivate.

On arrival at 10amve take off our outdoorshoes and change into indoor
shoes orslippers for 45 minutes of unstructuredgyl with toys made from
natural materials. Adults are offered the opportunity to work on a seasonal
craft activity. We ask everyone to try and arrive promptly so that the adults
can complete the craft activity and the children can enjoy plenty of freg. pla

The transition to ring time is signalled by singing
our tidy-time song as we clear away the craft
and play things. We have about 10 minutes of
circle time: songs, verses, nursery rhymes and
finger games, recognising the seasons and
festivals. Then w gather round the table and
enjoy an organic snack together. We end the
session by going outsidento the grass play
areafor about 20 minutes of free play.

001 AU EO Al AAOGEOA @& O i
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National Associatioof Early Childhood Specialists in
America




Norwich Steiner Kindergarten

The two fully OFSTED registered
kindergarters are located in the
west wing on the ground floor of
the new school building Sessions
run daily, from 9.30a.m. to
1.00p.m althoughthese times are
currently under review.

Children can join the Kindergarten
from age 3 years and 3 months,
with younger children being catered for by our Parent and Child Groups and
Playgroup.

The Steiner Kindergartsrmave a distinctively chilecentred, holistic approach

and each session is structured so as to maximise the safety and familiarity
within which the children are free to flourish. In a typical morning at the
Kindergarten, one would observe:

o Free creative and imaginative play with toys aobjects made from
natural materials, and with minimal adult intrusion;

o G[SINYyAy3a o0& R2Ay3Ié YR @&2dzy3d OKAfR
role models;

0 Ageappropriate craft activities;

0 Regular domestic and artistic activities such as bieating preparation
of shared food, seasonal activities, bees wax modelling, drawing and
painting;

0 Singing and seasonal verses;

0 Storytelling and fairy tales.

We aim to create a warm, family
like environment that encourages
co-operation,  sociability, and
reverence and respect for life and
nature. We believe in giving
children the free space to develop
their creativity, fostering a lifdong
love of learning.




There is no formalised literacy and numeracy teaching within the
Kindergarten. The Steiner appch to early learning, as in muchbf
continental European mainstream education, is to begin this more formal
education between 6 and 7 years of age.

The Kindergarten is fully recognised by the national recognition body for
Steiner education in Britain, éhSteiner Waldorf Schools Fellowship.

Afternoon Care

Afternoon Gre is offered for children of School and Kindergarten age, and
runs daily from 1.00p.ng3.30p.m althoughas with the Kindergartens and
Shool, times are currently under reviewThe sessits are based on Steiner
principles and children are encouraged to bring a healthy packed lunch, and
will be given plenty of time for free play, preferably outdoors to balance the
Kindergarten and School morning where most of the time may be spent inside.

The aim of theAfternoon Caresessions is to provide a safe, enjoyable and
familiar experience for the children. Afternoon Care is open to all families.

OWe need to stretch the wings of our imagination and fly a little in
childhood: we areoldEl O A 111 C OEI A8o
AT U *ATEET O T h £EOii O



Norwich Steiner School

In September 2005, the
first Class 1/2 for children
aged 6% to 8% years old
opened in a newly
refurbished room
adjacent to the
Methodist Church Hall,
on Bowthorpe Roadin
Norwich. Now, in our
beautiful Victorian
premises near central

el 7 ~ Norwich, the school has
expanded to Class 5 (up to age 111/2) Each September the school grows by one
class size, which expands the upper age limit that the school is able to take. In
future years as the school grows pupils will have the opportunity to benefit
FNRY | {GSAYSNI SRdzOI GA2Y dzyGAf McKkMT
qualifications. Many of the children entering the School will naturally
‘graduate’ from the Kindergarten, but tise children who have not previously
been in a Steiner School or Kindergarten are also greatly welcomed. Our
experience is that children generally adapt well to a Steiner education even if
coming from a mainstream environment. Due to the style of the edooat
and the method of teaching, children who have previously been home
educated also tend to adjust very quickly.

As in many of the newer Steiner Schools, the class sizes are relatively small
and unstreamed, and a doubtdass system is currently in opgion, where

the maximum combined class size isABchildren. The children share some
lessons such as languages, havatk and games. During others they may be
separated into their year groups and in such instances, the Class Teacher is
supported by a Taching Assistant. This system of combined classes has many
benefits, not least that the younger children look up to their older role models,
while the older group learns to take the responsibility of providing an example
for the younger pupils. Norwich Siter School has Ofsteapproval and also
works within the embrace of the Steiner Waldorf Schools Fellowship, the
umbrella organisation for all Steiner schools in the WkSeptember 2005, the

first Class 1 for children aged 6% to 8 years old opened awdyrefurbished

room adjacent to the Methodist Church Hall, on Bowthorpe Road in Norwich.
Now, in our beautiful Victorian premises near central Norwitle, schoohas
expanded to Class(@p to age 1%2) Each September the school grows by one
class sizewhich expands the upper age limit that ttsehool is able to take
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In future years as the school
grows pupils will have the
opportunity tobenefit from a
Steiner education until 16/17
gKSy (KSe (G118 GKS

Many of the children entering
the Shool will
naturally'graduate’ from the
Kindergarten, but  those
children who have not
previously been in a Steiner School or Kindergaaenalsogreatly welcomed.
Our experience is that children adapt well to a Steiner education even if
coming from a rainstream environment. Due to the style of the education
and the method of teaching, children who have previously been home
educated also tend to adjust very quickly.

As in many of the newer Steiner Schotthg class sizes are small and
unstreamed, anda doubleclass system is currently in operation. The children
share some lessons such as languages, Wwaot# and games. During others
they may be separated into their year groups and the Class Teacher is
supported by a Teaching Assistant. This systeapwibined classes has many
benefits, not least that the younger children look up to their older role models,
while the older group learns to take the responsibility of providing an example
for the younger pupils.

Norwich Steiner School has Ofstagprovd and also works within the
embrace of the Steiner Waldorf Schools Fellowship, the umbrella organisation
for all Steiner schools in the UK.




Structure of the day in a Steiner school

In the lower years of all Steiner Schools, all classes start the itlayhe Main
Lessontaught by the class teacheiThe first 26830 minutes of this lesson
usually comprises rhythm work, verses or music to help prepare the children
for the more academic work that follows. Following this, subjects are studied
in-depth over a period of three to four weeks, allowing the children to
immerse themselves fully in a subject and to explore it from many angles.

The curriculum is structured so that
the children receive what they need at
each stage of their development. For
example, Class 1 (@ years) studies
traditional fairy tales at an age when
children are engaging with ideas of
right and wrong, Class 5 (Il years)
explores the geography of the British
Isles at a time when their own sense of
place is expandmg and growmg, a@thss 7 (123 years) studies physiology,
appropriate when their own bodies are undergoing changes at puberty.

Other Main Lesson subjects includarming, local history, the Romans,
building, astronomy, Norse myths, fables, physics, cursive writing, anan
animals, botany, and epic and dramatic poetry.

After the morning break the day continues with seddj lessons, including
languagespainting andmodeling. Games, music, nature studies and work on
the outdoor curriculum generally take place during afteon school and are
taught by subject teachers.

The class teache ‘
incorporates subjects such at
English and mthematics
into the mainlessons. These|
lessons continue throughout
the lower school and each}
year the curriculum
broadens to incorporate new
subjects for instance
gardening and woodwork.



School fees and opening times

Steiner schools currently operate in the independent sector, although the
government is currentijunding a Steiner Academy in Hereford on a trial
basis. Until such time adate fundingmay beextended to all Steiner Schools,

a large proportion of the running costgll need tocome from parental fees
and fundraising activities.

AlthoughNorwich Steiner School is a fpaying school, if a family with a low
income makes ah LILX A OF GA2y > | NBRdzZOSR F¥SS Ol
policy is to be inclusive rather than exclusive.

In terms of school opening hours, the following pattern is not uncharacteristic

for Steiner Schools, and the following is a guide of the planthe Lower

School in Norwich. The exact number of full days each class does will depend
dzLl2y GKS GSIFOKSNEQ laaSaaySyild osAUGKAY
children in his/her class.

Fees from September 2008

School
Class Opening Times (weekly) (peI::re;eSar)
1 1 full day and 4 mornings £3250
2 2 full days and 3 mornings £3530
3 3 full days and 2nornings £3810
4/5 4 full days and 1 morning £4090

Please note, a full day is 9an3.30pm; morning only is 9amlpm. There is a sibling
discount h operation, which is a 15% reduction on the full fee.

Kindergarten
£12.75 per session; £13.75 on Mondays (with Eurythmy)

Afternoon care
£6.75 per session; £2.70 per hour

Parent & Child Groups (including Playgroup)
£6.15 per session

All fees aresubject to an annual increase, which is linked to inflation.
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Admissions procedure

The following paragraphs outlinghe admissions policy and processt
Norwich Steiner School and Kindergaden

1) Preliminary Interviews

As our approach to education is uniuit is important that parents
understand our methods and some of our educational philosophy. Experience
has shown that if there is a mutual understanding of child development and
our curriculum between parents and the school, the pupils will benefit.

It is therefore important that parents attend a preliminary interview with an
experienced teacher and an Open Morning or similar event. We will
endeavour to find a time for the interviews that suit you but timings are
RSLISYRSyilG 2y (KS @ BorktBddedave theyeSsietito S @
will be to find a mutually convenient time. Please provide us with as much
information about your child as possible, at or before the interview, so that we

can be sure that we can meet their needs responsibly.

2) Appliation

Following the interview, parents can apply for a place in the school for their
children. 1t is usual for the child to spend a day or more in the school (period
to be agreed at interview) before the admissions process is progressed.
Although admissioo the school at the beginning of term is preferable, this is
not a fixed policy. In some cases it is fine to start partway through a term. All
admissions have a probationary period of one Haffm; however, if any child

has problems settling or if there N5 A &4 dzS&a & dzZNNEBdzy RAy 3
these will be raised with the parents, and the probationary period may be
extended.

When considering the application of a pupil, we consider the following:

1. b2NBAOK {GSAYSNI { OK2 2 falsiity orzanlgA G | 6 A
special educational needs.

2. Whether we can make reasonable adjustment to accommodate a
LJ- NI A Odzf | NJ LJdzLIAf Qa ySSRao

3. Whether the acceptance of the applicant is compatible with the
efficient education of the children already placed in our school.

4. Whether we have the resources to meet his/her needs.

Although we would hope that pupils can enjoy their entire education here,
progression from Early Years to Lower School (class 1) and in future years from
Lower School to Upper School (class 9 onwaiglshot automatic and a
separate admissions process takes place at each stage.



Why Choose Steiner Education

Why do people choose to send their children to a Steiner school?

A growing number of parents, and teachers, are looking for new ways to
educate cHdren - ways that will inspire, motivate and involve each and every
child. Concerns about mainstream schoolirtfpe requirement on schools to
teach the National Curriculum, the emphasis on testing and the continuing
existence of large classeare leadig many to question whether there might

be better ways to prepare children for life in contemporary society.
Furthermore, questions about the extent to which education is equipping
children to play their part in creating a fairer and more environmentally
sustainable world, are increasingly being asked. Such concerns are fuelling
demand for approaches to learning which are more relevant to children's lives,
taking account of their educational and developmental needs.

Steing is increasingly being seen as a
education for the twentyfirst century,
YR AY FI O Ad 0KS
independent education movement. lItis a
form of learning that enables children to
become creative, flexible and responsible
individuals, and prepares them to rise to

the challeng of modern living. Equal
weight is given to academic, creative,
spiritual and physical development.

Examinationsg In the Upper School, GCSE ankével examinations are often
taken alongside the full curriculum, usually a year later than in state $shoo
and with less associated anxiety and stress. Results are around double the
national average, which is 5 GCSEs Grade§.A

Assessment not testing- As Steiner schools teach their own Curriculum
rather than the National Curriculum, children do nokéaSATS tests. Instead
they receive continuous qualitative assessment to check their growth in all
spheres of their education. This allows school life to be an enjoyable learning
experience for pupils and professionally rewarding to teachers.

Non-compditive environment ¢ Because of this formative and diagnostic
assessment, individual achievement and-operative activity are equally
valued.

Inclusivity - All children do all subjects throughout their time at school, helping
them to learn to respect andalue each of their classmates for what they are
good at. Artistic and practical abilities are as valued as academic prowess, and
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scientific and artistic activity mutually inform each other. In this sense, the
Steiner curriculum is truly holistic.

A lowe of learning-! NBdzt 6t & {GSAYSN)I SRdzOF A2y Qa
that its whole approach to schooling is designed to maximise and encourage
OK A f IheRe yogedf learning.

Recent Research

Research commissioned by the DfES

In June 2005 a uniquetudy of Steiner Education was published. It is the first
comprehensive mapping of Steiner School Education in England and was
conducted by researchers at the University of the West of England on behalf
of the DfES

The wideranging study covers leaderghicurriculum, teaching style and
methods, educational philosophy, the approach to special needs education
and national tests as well as links with parents and staffing.

Professor Woods who led the research says the report identified a number of
strengthsin Steiner schools:

GECKSNB g1a | aGdNRA{Ay3d O2yaraiSyode o
variation in the size and resources available. Overall we found areas of good
practice such as the early introduction and approach to modern foreign
languages, devepment of speaking and listening through oral work and the
combination of class and subject teaching for younger children. In addition the
development of good pace in lessons through an emphasis on rhythm, the
emphasis on child development in guiding tiieMNRA Odzf dzYZ 'y R { (S
approach to art and creativity were all distinctive strengths. We also found

that the emphasis given to teachers reflective activity and heightened
awareness as well as the ndwerarchical, collegial form of running schqols

offers a contrast to current practice in the maintained sector and may prove

NBf SOyl F2NI YFEAYyadaqNBEFyYy aoOKz22f adé

LY KA& &dzYYFNER tNRTFS&Ead2NJ 222Ra 02y O0Of
RSPSt 2L GKS OFLIoAfAGE 2F LlzLindgo az
Ayi2 FdZNIKSN) YR KAIKSNI SRAzOF A2y o® ¢
by tests and targets. You can do it through a more human relationship
0SG6SSy (SIFOKSNER FyR LzZLIAf aé o

The full report can be seen on the DfES website and downloadesuasnaary
or in full. Document number RR645
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Testimonies to Steiner Education

o am grateful for the education. | am now a more confident and tolerant
LISNE 2 Yy © aé 26y SELSNASYOS A& yz2i dz
positions of great responsibility thin industry, education and society
ISYSNItfeodé

John Pearceformer pupil at Michael Hall Steiner School, now Professor of
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, University of Nottingham

df 1 had a child of school age, | would send him to one of the Wal@oif 8 2 f & ® ¢
Saul Bellow author and Nobel Laureate

at SNKFLA GKS o6Sad ¢re 2F 2dzRIAYy3I |+ ae
it. All the Steiner eypupils (from Michael Hall School) interviewed were
interesting, articulate, passionate and adventurous. &heg SNy Qi | FN

take on new things, a valuable asset in the increasingly freelance, modern
G2NlAy3 62NI Roé
Jean Rafferty Sunday Telegraph, 29 March 1998

aL Oly aleée GKFd o621 ftR2NF addzRSydao 02
than practicalyf y @2y S L 1y20 dé
Dr Joseph Weizenbaunfrofessor, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

dad {GSAYSNI SRdzOFiGA2y 61 & RSTAYAGSE e
Eleven years on from my leaving the school, | now appreciate that it was my
time there that gave me the selfelief and courage that has since enabled me

to embrace, with little fear, the many challenges that life has thrown at me.

The firm foundations it gave me have resulted in my success in the many
varied fields | have worked in, frommard Ay 3 | YI 22NJ L¢ LINR
largest electricity provider, to teaching children to Morris Dance in the
isolation of northern Japan. Recently, after ayéar break from formal
education, | decided to embark upon a university degree course, whiayto

RSt A3IKG Aa 3F2Ay3 SEGNBYSte 4Sttd hyoOSs
LI NByda KFRyQid O02YS FONR&aa {GdSAYySNI SR
the past decade would not have been half as rewarding as it hastbeen

Joseph Tamgformer pujl at Hereford Waldorf School.
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Steiner Education

The Steiner Waldorf Schools Fellowship (SWSF) is the

StanwrWaldorf  umbrella organisation for Steiner education in this
@L,cbﬁgy country. It represents 31 Steiner Schools, 56 Early

S Years settings and 6 Steiner Teacher trairgogrses
v in the UK. It is the home of the European Council for
Steiner Education bringing together some 550 schools
in 20 countries and it is a partner in the Alliance for Childhood. There are over
880 schools, 1,500 Early Years settings, and 60 Tedcharing institutes
worldwide.

The SWSF is in ongoing negotiations with the governmedtthe Department

for Education and Skills with a view to securing funding for Steiner education
as part of croseJ- NI & adzLJLI2 NI F2NJ at f d8tinérA ay
schools at present thrive thanks to the financial sacrifices of both parents and
teachers. Steiner schools are dedicated to social inclusivity, and are
increasingly sought out due to the growing parental demand for an attractive
and sound alternave to the mainstream National Curriculum.

Steiner is an education for the future, one that enables children to become
creative, flexible and responsible individuals, and recognising the spiritual
dimension and potential in each human being.

Some Key Chacteristics of Steiner Education

o All schools are ceducational, fully comprehensive, and integrated from
Kindergarten age to, ideally and in a fully developed schoel9gears of
age. They are eoperatively and consensually run by a College of
Teathers. As registered charities, they have a Management Team, which
typically includes parents.

o All pupils participate in a broad, internationally recognised curriculum
proven over 80 years, which is in accord with their developmental needs,
and without urdue early specialisation or artificial curricular boundaries.

o A balance of intellectual, artistic, and practical content is offered in the
curriculum, together with an emphasis on social skills and spiritual values
(broadly defined).

° The Early Years apggach provides time and space for development of key
skills as a basis for literacy, numeracy, and social embtional
competence; and a warm and secure learning environment is created
where the qualities of childhood are nurtured.
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o Schools are learning oamunities of parents and teachers working-co
2LISNI GAGSt @ Ay &adzZJI2NI 2F OKAf RNBYyQ:

o Formative assessment, rather than testing, is practiced throughout. GCSE
and Alevel examinations are taken alongside the full curriculum, usually a
year later han in state schools and with less associated stress. Results
are around double the national average, which is 5 GCSEs Grgdes A

o |tis the aim of Steiner education to be accessible to all, regardless of race,
creed or financial circumstances, eventire absence of state funding.
Most of Europe, and New Zealand, Australia, Canada and Israel, all enjoy
full or partial state funding for Steiner education.

o General educational features include: two foreign languages from age 6,
when formal learning begs8) wholeclass teaching; an accompanying
Class Teacher from agesl18; and children based in their home
classroom.

Some Key Principles of Steiner Education

Cycles of Development

{GSAYSNRa SRdzOF GA2Yy Il LKA yearckdiegof NB O 2
development: birth to 7, 7 to 14, and 14 to 21. Each stage of Steiner (Waldorf)
education is designed to work with the developing interests and emerging
developmental needs of the child. Educational activities and learning
opportunities thus reflect thedevelopmental stages of the child, and the
learning environment is purposefully and carefully structured to foster both
personal and social learning. During the early years, children learn through
example, or imitation, rather than via formal instruction.In general, the
curriculum is aimed to adapt itself to the child, and not the other way round.
Children are given plenty of time to develop and unfold the many faculties and
competencies they will need to thrive in later life.

Play and Imitation

Yourg children are excellent players, and they display an extraordinary talent
for imitation. It is the task of the Steiner early childhood teacher to respect
and work with this powerful ageld learning process and, as far as possible,
not to obstruct it, n@ unduly nor unnecessarily to intrude into the worlds of
the children in her charge.

Free creative play strengthens the imagination, and repeated research studies
have shown that children who are encouraged to enjoy creative play tend to
show more empéty towards others and to display less aggression. They are
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more likely to have the capacity to see things from the perspective of the
other, and demonstrate fewer signs of anxiety, distress or fatigue. In Steiner
early childhood education, children aréaved to learn through investigation,
exploration and discovery, encouraging them to become inventive and
adaptable.

Another duty of the early childhood teacher is to provide the presence of a

G ¢2NJ] AY X sdmBatef whiom the children can freely imigat A
combination of practical and artistic activities is undertaken in the company of

the children, designed to encourage skills such as concentration, perseverance
and independent activity. Children are fascinated by adult activity, and it is
certainlyad NB I i NBalLlyairoAfAiide G2 0SS g2NIKe

Another application of learningy-imitation is in the rich variety of (often
seasonal) songs and verses offered, sometimes including verses in French,
German or other languages. These brarnt quite naturally and seamlessly,
and constitute an invaluable foundation for later creative living and learning.

Storytelling

The environment created in Steiner early childhood education promotes the
development of competent talking and listenir§,y Kl y OAy 3 G(GKS OK?
to use words with confidence. Children are encouraged to speak freely, and
learn to listen to others. There is an overriding concentration on the oral
tradition, and many wonderfustories arerelated. A weltold story cretes

an appreciation for the human voice and the beauty and rhythms of language.
This assists in the development of a strong and rich imagination, and helps to
extend the vocabulary and develop a good memory. Traditional fairy tales and
nature stories ag told and retold, to cultivate a love of language and
familiarity with the spoken word an excellent prelude to, and foundation for,
more formal literacy learning in Class One and beyond.

Festivals and Celebration

Festivals are celebrated with the ahién so as to nourish
body, soul and spirit. Although the Steiner curriculum is
non-denominational, many Christian festivals are
observed, and the children love the activities and
preparations involved, such as finding seasonal materials,
baking, making dnterns or other simple craftwork
activities. Festivals from other cultures are also marked
and celebrated in many Steiner schools. Rooms and
classrooms are always specially decorated, and songs and
poems are collected and shared. In early childhood
educdion the teacher or leader tells appropriate stories
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